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Definition: It is the invasion of the body by harmful 
micro-organisms 

Invasive micro-organisms are: 


M 

/ 
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Factors favouring Infection: 

1. Large no. of micro-organisms. 

2. High virulent organisms. 

3. Injury to surface epithelium. 

4. Weak body defences either ; local 

or 

systemic 
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Local responses to infection 



• Redness. 

• Hotness. 

• Local tenderness. 

• Swelling. 

• Loss of function. 
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General responses to infection: 

• Fever. 

• Tachycardia. 

• Sweating. 

• Anorexia. 

• Leucocytosis. 
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Cellulitis 

Definition: it is A spreading inflammation 
of the connective tissue. 

Cellulitis is either » Subcutaneous 

» Deep 

Clinical Picture: 

Locally ; Local Signs of acute inflammation 

lymphadenitis. 

Generally; Systemic signs of acute 
Inflammation. 
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Cellulitis 
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Treatment: 


• Local & body rest. 

• Elevation of the affected part. 

• Antibiotics administration. 
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Erysipelas 



Definition: Spreading Lymphangitis and 
lymphadenitis . 
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Abscess 


• It is a localised Collection of Pus usually 
caused by pyogenic micro-organism ; 
Sometimes it is Caused by irritating materials 
such as Thiopentone Sodium( Intraval) 
resulting in what is Known as ( Sterile 
Abscess). 

• Clinical Picture: Local 



Systemic. 

• Treatment : Incision & Drainage. 


Antibiotics Administration. 
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Incision & Drainage 
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Boil 


• It is an Abscess of A Hair Follicle Caused 
by infection with the micro-organism 
Staphylococcus Aureus . 
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Carbuncle 

U • It is an area of Subcutaneous Gangrene with 

i5l discharging Skin sinuses. 

The Causative Organism is Staphylococcus Aureus 
; It is Almost associated with Debilitating 
conditions and Diabetes Mellitus. 

• Treatment: I ) Test for Sugar in the Urine 

2) Culture & Sensitivity Test. 

3) Incision & Drainage. 

4) Excision of the necrotic tissues. 

5) Skin grafts for the Raw Areas. 
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Systemic complications of 
Infection: 



r 

Bacteraemia 

L 


• It is A condition of Presence of Circulating 
micro-organisms 


r 

Septicaemia 

L 


It is the Circulation of large no.of high virulent 
micro-organisms and multiply in No. resulting 
in Abscesses. 

Clinically : high temp. Tachycardia , Excessive 
sweating , leucocytosis , Shock in Severe 
Cases. 


r 

Pyemia 

L 


A Condition where the micro-organisms 
Matted together with blood Clots forming 
infected Emboli . 

Examples Portal pyemia in the liver 

Systemic pyemia in the 
Lungs , Brain ,bone... 
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